March 24, 2009

Mr. Jonathan L. Wood, Secretary of the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources
Center Building

103 South Main Street

Waterbury, Vermont 05671

RE: Watershed Basin Planning

Dear Mr. Wood,
We write to express our support for Basin Planning for the Upper Winooski Watershed, and urge you to continue to fund the basin planner who now coordinates these efforts.  It has come to our attention that you and the Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Conservation have proposed eliminating three of the seven basin planners, and our planner may be among those cut.  The Upper Winooski Basin Planning program is essential for supporting our local efforts to care for our waterways.  Eliminating our basin planner would compromise the integrity of our valuable initiatives.  
First, the Basin Planning program will strengthen our local conservation efforts and help us to coordinate with other organizations.  At the most recent council meeting, council member Susan Alexander of Vermont Association of Conservation Districts commented that the council is important because, “It enables groups to get projects done, on the ground, while the planning was happening.”  She noted that during the planning process, the state and local organizations offer numerous workshops and other educational opportunities to engage and assist local groups.  Another council member, Stephen Syz of the Vermont River Conservancy, said, “The term planning does not fully capture the process, because it is more than planning, but rather managing non-point sources and bringing organizations together.” 
On behalf of the Upper Winooski Watershed, we in Montpelier have been carrying out and overseeing a tremendous amount of work with our rivers.  On the planning front, we have completed a vegetation management plan for the main stem of the Winooski and intend to complete similar plans for the Dog, Stevens, and North Branch. Stream geomorphic assessments are nearly completed on most reaches in the upper Winooski watershed. Our high school students, along with students from Spaulding in Barre and U-32 in East Montpelier with the support of numerous community volunteers, have been involved in water quality monitoring efforts which have allowed us to track the condition of our waterways over time.  With the help of volunteers and Vermont Youth Conservation Corps crews, we have installed silt fences and riparian buffer plantings in a number of key areas.  With so many local efforts in place, we need the Upper Winooski Basin planner to bring them all together and expand our capacity to coordinate much-needed local work.
Furthermore, the Upper Winooski Basin plan will address critical issues associated with flooding and water management in Montpelier.  Montpelier is a city of rivers with a long history of flooding, and our city council has spent an immense amount of time discussing their concern for flooding and corresponding flood control.  Crafting a comprehensive plan for the entire watershed would help guide our strategies to protect our city from future flooding disasters.

In addition, completing the Upper Winooski Watershed Plan is particularly important given that our Basin planning process was curtailed just a few years ago.  As you know, the Agency is required by law to prepare and update plans for the 17 watersheds in Vermont every five years.  This legislation was largely ignored for decades until 2000, when the state renewed its commitment to watershed planning and hired staff to draft the plans.  The Upper Winooski Basin Planning process was initiated a few years ago but then put on hold due to a lack of staffing. If our Basin plan is postponed yet again, this would mark the second time in the past five years that our Watershed’s plan was abandoned due to insufficient staffing.  We urge you to support our current basin planner so we can carry out the entire Basin Plan process
. 
We strongly urge you to maintain funding for the Upper Winooski Watershed Basin Plan and help care for the long-term health of Vermont’s waterways. 
Sincerely,

Montpelier Conservation Commission
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