CITY COUNCIL Agenda Item #18-272
Date: September 26, 2018
Consent ____ Discussion _X_

SUBJECT:

Appointments to the Planning Commission

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: City Manager
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Make appointments to the Planning Commission
STRATEGIC OUTCOME/INITIATIVE: Thoughtfully Planned Built Environment
EXPENDITURE REQUIRED: N/A
SOURCE OF FUNDS: N/A
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: The Planning Commission shall consist of seven members appointed by the City Council
in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §§ 4322-4323, as may be amended from time to time. On October 1, 2018, the City
Council shall appoint four members to two-year terms and three members to one-year terms. Thereafter all terms
shall run for two years beginning on October 1. Appointments to vacated positions shall run until the expiration of
the existing term.
It is possible that part of this discussion will be conducted in Executive Session in accordance with Title I, VSA §313,
Executive Sessions (a)(3) The appointment or employment or evaluation of a public officer or employee.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: To reflect the recent charter change (see above), staff advertised for four 2-year
and three 1-year seats on the Planning Commission.
All current Planning Commissioners applied. We received outside applications from Brian Evans and Aaron Kisicki.
Member
Leslie A. Weltz
Kirby Keeton
Kimberly Cheney
John Adams
Barbara Conrey
Stephanie Smith
Ariane Kissam

Initial Year7
2014
2016
2011
2014
2015
2018
2018

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: Applications
INTERESTED PARTIES: City Council; Planning Commission; Planning Department; Applicants
CITY MANAGER’S APPROVAL:

Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, September 17, 2018 5:23 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

John E. Adams

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

Vermont

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Field not completed.

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

6 years

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

Planning Commission - Since 2014 (I think.)

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

Certified Professional Planner (American Institute of Certified
Planners) Masters of Planning – Queen’s University

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

- Director of Vermont Center for Geographic Information (2016Present) - Planning and Policy Manager for State of Vermont,
Department of Housing & Community Development (20122016) - Lecturer in Land Use Policy and Economics at UVM
Transportation Research Center and the Rubenstein School of
Environment and Natural Resources.

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

Field not completed.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I want to keep working on the CIty Plan.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

I bring planning & mapping experience.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

Field not completed.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or

No

2

business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

John E. Adams

9/17/2018

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

3

Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Friday, September 14, 2018 12:47 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Kimberly Cheney

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

Vt

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Retired attorney

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

40+ years

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commision

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

Planning Commission from 2012 (?) to date

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

Law School Graduate, practicing attorney for 50 years, active
in many legislative and community projects: Chairperson
Vermont Advisory Committee to the Us Civil Rights
Commission, Chair Vermont Labor Relations Board, former
Montpelier School Board member, Washington County States’
Attorney, Vermont Attorney general

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

None

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

See above credentials. The Planning Commission’s job
requires absorbing the views and opinions of the City residents
and preparing a City Plan that will be acceptable and beneficial
to the City.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I would like to finish work and the Current City Plan. I believe
my past work on the Commission will help me be a productive
member and ontribute to a viable plan

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

My experience as listed above shows a wide contact and
engagement with many people. I have learned some of the
skills necessary to be creative and effective in governmental
work.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

Field not completed.
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Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Kimberly cheney

9/14/2018

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

3

Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 12:32 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. You may attach additional material if you wish.
For information on our boards and committees, please visit https://www.montpeliervt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City Council makes appointments to
board/committees at their regular meetings as vacancies occur. Completed
applications are public documents and are subject to the Vermont Public Records
Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

30 years

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commission (reappointment)

Name

Barbara Conrey

Email Address

1

Address
City

Montpelier

State

VT

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Retired architect & professor

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

Planning Commission (2014 - present); Montpelier
Energy Advisory Committee

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

Master of Architecture (University of Michigan) Licensed
architect (1882 - 2017) Professor, Vermont Technical College
(1996 - 2017)

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

- Practiced architecture from 1982 to 2017 throughout Vermont
- Have served on the Planning Commission through the rewrite
of the current Zoning Ordinance - Participated in the previous
City Masterplan - As a professor of Sustainable Design at
Vermont Technical College, used Montpelier sites for multiple
student design projects - Serve on the Montpelier Energy
Advisory Committee

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

- Have participated in many City Council meetings relating to
planning and building projects in the city - Advisor to the City
Sprinkler Subcommittee - Liaison between the Planning
Commission and Energy Advisory Committee - On the Energy
Committee, have worked on recommendations for upgrades to
several municipal buildings, and am working with committee
members on drafting a new Energy Plan for the city.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I have found my service on the Planning Commission to be
very rewarding as we worked over several years to rewrite the
Zoning to update it for Montpelier's future growth. Now, as we
move into rewriting the City Plan, I want to continue my role on
the Commission, drawing on my experience in design,
planning, and construction. I'm excited about helping to create
a living document that will actively help to direct the city's
development into the future.

What talents or
experience would you

Particularly, as an architect I bring expertise in the application
of the various ordinances that we write on the Planning
Commission. I'm familiar with many of the ramifications of
2

bring to the
board/committee?

controls and requirements that the city places on development.
I also have a significant background with energy issues, which
is important as we continue to plan for a net zero energy city.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

I have worked with several of you (and previous councilors) on
city issues, and look forward to continuing that relationship in
my role on the Planning Commission.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Barbara D. Conrey

8/21/2018

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

3

Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Tuesday, September 18, 2018 7:09 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Kirby Keeton

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

Vermont

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Field not completed.

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

About six years.

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

Yes. I have served on the Planning Commission for the past
two years. I am also the representative to the Regional
Planning Commission.

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

Vermont Law School, South Royalton - Juris Doctorate, Rank
5/175, December 2011 University of Cambridge, Cambridge,
United Kingdom - Master of Philosophy in Land Economy, top
5% of program, November 2011 Vermont Law School, South
Royalton - Master of Environmental Law and Policy, August
2010 University of Tennessee, Knoxville - Teacher Licensure,
4.0 GPA, 2006-2007 State University of New York, Plattsburgh
- Bachelor of Anthropology, 4.0 GPA, May 2005

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

Vermont Department of Taxes, Montpelier, VT Interim General
Counsel, September 2016–February 2017 Coordinated
Department’s legal resources and provided legal services to all
divisions Vermont Department of Taxes, Montpelier, VT Tax
Policy Analyst, August 2013–August 2016, February 2017–
Present Provided legal services necessary for Department’s
policy and legislative efforts Vermont Superior Court, White
River Junction, Woodstock, and Chelsea, VT Law Clerk, May
2013–August 2013 Conducted legal research and writing for
four judges Office of Legislative Council, Montpelier, VT Law
Clerk, September 2012–May 2013 Provided legal services to
members of the Vermont General Assembly Environmental
Division of the Vermont Superior Court, Berlin, VT Judicial
Intern, August 2011–December 2011 Land Use Clinic,
Environmental Law Center, South Royalton, VT Legal Intern,
May 2010–August 2010 Wrote, edited, and revised documents
for clients in the area of land use law Central High School,
Knox County Schools, Knoxville, TN Special Educator / Case
Manager, 2006–2008 Designed curricula, managed education
plans and advocated to community
2

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission
Commissioner and Montpelier Representative, April 2016–
Present Member of Regional Plan Subcommittee Montpelier
Planning Commission, Montpelier, VT Vice Chair, September
2016–Present

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

No matter where I have lived, I have always had a desire to
volunteer in my community. I find it one of the most rewarding
ways to contribute.The planning commission is a great fit for
me because it sits at the nexus of many of the subject areas
that I love and have experience: economy, environment,
planning, law, conservation, land use, and taxes.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

I am an attorney and a policy analyst for the State. I currently
specialize in tax and economic issues but I have extensive
education in land use law and policy. In addition to that
background, I also bring a commitment to helping make
Montpelier an even more open, inviting, and egalitarian
community.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

I have enormous respect for the jobs that you undertake and
for you service to the city. I look forward to our continued
working relationship.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

Yes

If you answered yes,
please explain:

Although it has never come up, it is possible that my job with
the State could cause me to recuse myself from issues in
which I am directly involved in some other capacity.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Kirby Keeton

9/18/2018

Submitted on:
3

Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 19, 2018 3:02 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Aaron Kisicki

Email Address
Address

Field not completed.

City

Field not completed.

State

Field not completed.

Zip Code

Field not completed.

Phone Number

Field not completed.

Occupation

Field not completed.

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

Two years

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

No

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

I hold a law degree (JD), and have worked as an attorney for
the State for seven years - currently with the Department of
Financial Regulation and previously with the Department of
Public Service.

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

I have extensive experience with interpreting statutes and
regulations, managing and evaluating multiple stakeholder
interests, and developing reasoned positions under the law
through weighing of equities.

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

Field not completed.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I live and work in Montpelier. My day-to-day activities as a
community member are significantly impacted by the zoning
and development decisions made by the Commission. I would
like to be involved in that decision-making process to make
Montpelier a more vibrant community through the careful
balancing of development and quality of life interests in town.
Recent development - most notably on Taylor and Barre
Streets - provides exciting opportunities and significant policy
questions for the Commission today and going forward.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

As discussed above, I have professional experience and a skill
set that lends itself well to the kinds of work the Commission
regularly undertakes.

2

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

I would like to provide public service to the city in a way that
best meshes with my skills and experience; the Planning
Commission is a good match. Thank you for your time and
attention to my application.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Aaron Kisicki

9/19/2018

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

3

Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, September 17, 2018 3:44 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Ariane Kissam

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

Vermont

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Housing Analyst/Homeownership Programs Manager

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

6 years

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

Yes, currently serving on the Planning Commission since
February 2018.

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

I have a bachelor's degree in Sociology and French from
Grinnell College, and a master's degree in city and regional
planning from Cornell University.

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

I am currently employed as a housing analyst and
homeownership programs manager at the Vermont Housing
and Conservation Board, reviewing applications for affordable
housing projects (both rental and homeownership). My work
experience has given me an understanding and appreciation
for both the challenges that developers face as well as
important considerations for communities that are trying to
make regulations and future plans for their land use.

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

Field not completed.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I want to become more involved in the Montpelier community,
learn more deeply about the minutiae of zoning, and also
contribute to the energy and excitement about the new
community plan.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

I believe that both my professional experience, working at the
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board for twelve years,
and also my educational background in land use law and
planning would be beneficial to the commission.

Any other comments or
information you wish to

Field not completed.

2

provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?
Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Ariane Kissam

9/17/2018

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

3

Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Tuesday, September 11, 2018 12:28 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Stephanie Smith

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

Vermont

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Planner

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

5 years

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

Yes, I am currently serving on the Planning Commission and
was appointed in February 2018.

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

I hold a Masters in Urban Planning and Policy from the
University of Illinois at Chicago where I concentrated my
coursework in community development. I also hold a Bachelors
in Architecture from the University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee.

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

As the Hazard Mitigation Planner with Vermont Emergency
Management, I work with municipalities and Regional Planning
Commissions to develop Local Hazard Mitigation Plans and I
assist in the administration of several FEMA mitigation grant
programs. I am currently coordinating our State Hazard
Mitigation Plan update to increase resilience in Vermont,
predominately around flooding and fluvial erosion impacts. I
moved to Montpelier to take an AmeriCorps VISTA position at
the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission, where I
gained an understanding of planning practices in Vermont at
the regional and local levels. I presented to town Planning
Commissions to solicit input for the regional plan update,
provided technical assistance to towns through data gathering
and review of draft municipal plan sections, and reviewed town
plans for conformance with state statute. Additionally, I
gathered and analyzed data, and wrote sections of the regional
plan dealing with the economy and natural resources.

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

In addition to currently serving on the Planning Commission, I
am an Intern with the UVM Master Gardener program and am
part of the volunteer team looking after the garden at KelloggHubbard Library.

2

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

In my day job, I'm planning at a statewide level. Participating on
the Planning Commission allows me to bring my expertise to a
local level and focus in a more detailed way on the community
where I live. I plan to live here for a long time and I want to be
part of planning for a future in Montpelier that continues to be
vibrant and sustainable. I'm very excited to begin work on the
new City Plan and I'm looking forward to working with City
Council, other Montpelier committees, and the general public to
create a meaningful plan that we can implement.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

Field not completed.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

I appreciate your consideration and I would be grateful for the
opportunity to continue to use my education and experience on
the Planning Commission.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Stephanie A. Smith

9/11/2018

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Tuesday, September 18, 2018 10:30 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Leslie Welts

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

VT

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Attorney

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

Since 2012

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

Yes, I currently serve on the Planning Commission and have
since August 2014. I have served as the chair since January
2017.

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

Education: McGill University Faculty of Law, Montreal, Canada
Master of Laws, Environmental Law, 2013 Vermont Law
School, South Royalton, VT Juris Doctor, Certificate in
International & Comparative Law, 2011 University of
Massachusetts Amherst, Amherst, MA Bachelor of Music,
Music Performance, 2007 Professional Experience (current
and one prior positions): Environmental Litigation Attorney,
Sept. 2015-Present Vermont Agency of Natural Resources,
Montpelier, VT • Represents the Agency’s three departments in
litigation before the Vermont Superior Court Environmental
Division and other administrative bodies, Act 250 proceedings,
and enforcement matters. Associate General Counsel, Nov.
2012-Aug. 2015 Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation, Montpelier, VT • Provided general counsel and
legal advice to the Department and primarily to the
Department’s Watershed Management Division. Engaged in
legislative and administrative rule drafting, administrative
adjudication drafting, and litigated Department permit appeals.

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

As an attorney at the Agency of Natural Resources, I have
experience running public meetings and receiving and
responding to public comments on draft permitting decisions.
The Planning Commission's work needs tremendous public
input by necessity. This is especially true as the Planning
Commission undertakes the important task of developing a
new city plan. I also represent the Agency before tribunals,
including the Public Utility Commission, regarding proposed
development in Vermont and the potential impacts such
development on natural resources. My familiarity with the state2

wide review of energy projects offers me perspective as to how
Montpelier fits in the broader context of land use in the state.
Finally, as part of my work, I interact with technical staff
members with various expertise, including ecologists,
biologists, foresters, hydrologists, and engineers. I also interact
with members of the public, legislators, and other lawyers. As a
result, I am comfortable working with people from a variety of
backgrounds, which is a critical skill for a Planning
Commissioner who needs to be able to understand and apply
feedback provided by city staff, members of the public (who
have a variety of expertise), and the City Council.

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

As a consumer, I make an effort to patronize Montpelier
businesses instead of turning to internet shopping. I enjoy
supporting our community and connecting with local business
owners. It is important to me to make sure our small
businesses can thrive and keep our local economy strong,
especially in an age of internet shopping and free delivery.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

The Planning Commission is beginning an exciting time.
Having finished the zoning amendments proposal, we are
embarking on developing a new city plan, which is the policy
document from which the city's planning priorities flow. I am
excited to contribute to the development of this document by
taking a step back and looking at the big picture. What future
do we want for our city? How can we ensure there is adequate
affordable housing? Do we want to get away from reliance on
cars? How do we want to preserve the historic nature of our
downtown? The city plan development process will require the
Planning Commission to face some tough questions as we set
priorities for the future and I am exciting to delve into the task.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

I enjoy facilitating and summarizing discussions for the
Planning Commission. I aim to foster robust conversations, but
to also use our time efficiently. When the conversation gets too
far into the weeds, I redirect the conversation back to the level
of focus needed to make a decision or call for a vote. I am not
a planner by trade, but I feel my skills facilitating conversations
and delegating responsibilities have increased the productivity
of the Planning Commission in recent years.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

I love Montpelier and I seek reappointment to the Planning
Commission so I can continue to serve our city.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a

No
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member of a City
advisory board or
committee?
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Leslie A Welts

9/18/2018

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, August 29, 2018 9:15 AM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. You may attach additional material if you wish.
For information on our boards and committees, please visit https://www.montpeliervt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City Council makes appointments to
board/committees at their regular meetings as vacancies occur. Completed
applications are public documents and are subject to the Vermont Public Records
Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

2.5 years

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Planning Commission

Name

Brian Evans

Email Address

1

Address
City

Montpelier

State

VT

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Financial Director

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

No

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

B.A. in Criminology, Law & Society from the University of
California, Irvine M.P.A. in Public Policy & Administration from
California State University Long Beach 2015 - Present,
Financial Director (CFO) for the Vermont Department for
Children & Families 2014 - 2015, Financial Director (deputy
CFO) for the Department of Vermont Health Access 2011 2014, Deputy Director for Acelero Learning
Monmouth/Middlesex County Head Start, NJ 2006 - 2011,
Policy and Planning Unit Supervisor for the NYC Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene 2004 - 2006 Budget Manager for
the County of Orange, California 2002 - 2004 Assistant to the
Senior Vice President for Capital Planning & Construction for
the New York Public Library I have a broad background in
public sector finance and planning.

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

During my tenure with the New York Public Library, I worked
closely with the project managers tasked with managing the
renovation and construction of the New York Public Library
facilities. This included working with the NYC Department of
Design and Construction to secure permits and document all
aspects of the construction process to meet city regulations.
My role with the NYC Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene allowed me to be part of the team tasked with building
a new public health laboratory. We worked with multiple
departments and the mayor's office to find the optimal location
and begin the design RFP. My tenure as the financial director
for the Vermont Department for Children & Families has
allowed me to have a direct role in the development of the
department, agency, and state's capital planning.
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Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

This is my first attempt at becoming an active participant in the
Montpelier community.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I'd like to give back to the community and feel that I bring a
unique skillset to the table and can help guide decisions based
upon my experience and desire to make the world a better
place.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

I have a long history of public sector management in policy,
planning and finance and believe that I can help guide the
decisions made by the committee with fiscal responsibility and
logic.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

Thank you for the opportunity to serve.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Brian S Evans

8/29/2018

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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