CITY COUNCIL Agenda Item #19-064
Date: February 27, 2019
Consent ____ Discussion _X_

SUBJECT:

Appointments to the Montpelier Public Art Commission

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: City Manager
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Make appointments to the Montpelier Public Art Commission; two-year terms.
STRATEGIC OUTCOME/INITIATIVE: Inclusive, Equitable and Welcoming Community
EXPENDITURE REQUIRED: N/A
SOURCE OF FUNDS: N/A
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: It is possible that part of this discussion will be conducted in Executive Session in
accordance with Title I, VSA §313, Executive Sessions (a)(3) The appointment or employment or evaluation of a
public officer or employee.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Public Art Commission has the following responsibilities:
1. Act principally in an advisory capacity to Montpelier staff and the City Council in any matter pertaining to art.
2. Present an annual report of Public Art Commission Activities.
3. Advise and make recommendations to City Council pertaining to the execution of the public art master plan.
4. Advise and make recommendations to the City Council pertaining to, among other things, policies and
procedures as identified in the public art master plan; artist selection juries and process; commission and
placement of artworks; and maintenance and removal of artworks.
Staff advertised and received applications from Alisa Dworsky, Robert Hannum, Ward Joyce, Suzanne RexfordWinston, Nathan Suter
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: Applications
INTERESTED PARTIES: City Council; ArtSynergy Executive Committee
CITY MANAGER’S APPROVAL:

Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, February 14, 2019 2:21 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Alisa Dworsky

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

VT

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Artist, Designer, Educator

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

Almost 16 years

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Public Art Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

No

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

I earned a Masters in Architecture( M.Arch) from the Yale
University Graduate School of Architecture in 1992 and a BA
from Stanford University, in both Studio Art and in International
Relations, in 1988.

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

I am a practicing artist, architectural designer and educator and
have worked in these fields for the twenty six years that I have
lived in Vermont. I make sculpture, installations, buildings,
furniture, drawings and prints. I exhibit my work nationally, and
I’ve created over sixteen site-specific large scale installations
for contemporary arts spaces around the country. With my
husband Danny Sagan, I co-founded a design firm (formerly
Terra Firma Inc.) now known as DS Architects. We focus on
the design of very energy efficient buildings. I currently teach
first year architectural design studio at Norwich University
where I began teaching as an adjunct faculty member in
1994.In addition to teaching design studios at all levels at
Norwich University’s School of Architecture and Art , I have
taught a course on Public Art and Public Monument. I have
also taught architecture at the Yale Graduate School of
Architecture, Ball State University and the Yestermorrow
Design-Build School and I have taught art at Stanford
University. I was awarded a Yaddo residency fellowship for
winter 2015 and a Ragdale residency on 2016. In support of
my artwork, I have received six grants from the Vermont Arts
Council, four grants from the Vermont Community Foundation,
and grants from the Berkshire Taconic Foundation and the
Sustainable Arts Foundation. In June 2019 I will be exhibiting
my latest installation, “Job Site”, at Burlington City Arts, a
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collaborative project created with video artist Bill Ferehawk. In
2018 I curated “Interdependence” for Sculptfest2018, an exhibit
of installations that included sound, performance , textile, video
and site specific works sited on the grounds of the former
marble quarry at the Vermont Carving Studio and Sculpture
Center in West Rutland. In 2018 I had a solo show of drawings
and installation at the Cynthia Reeves Gallery on the MASS
MOCA Campus in North Adams Massachusetts and a table I
designed and built with Danny Sagan was exhibited at the
Bennington Museum. Other recent exhibits include the Art
Miami Fair, The New York Art Fair, the Palm Beach: Modern
and Contemporary Art Fair, and the Main Street Museum in
white River junction. I have also exhibited at the LAL in
Lexington Kentucky, 516 Arts in Albuquerque New Mexico,
Artspace in New Haven Connecticut and in Vermont at the
Bennington Museum, Burlington City Arts, the Burlington
waterfront, the Fleming Museum at the University of Vermont,
the Brattleboro Museum and she created a mile-long highway
installation with the Vermont Agency of Transportation. My
performance/dance/installation, “Motion - Line - Form”, was
performed May 9, 2015 at the Brattleboro Museum. My related
work, "Over and Under" was performed at the Vermont College
of Fine Arts on June 20, 2015. For a full CV and to view my
artwork please visit www.alisadworsky.com You can see my
architectural design work at dsarchitectsvt.com

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

Arts Advisory Committee, The Carving Studio and Sculpture
Center, West Rutland, Vermont, 2003-present 37th Annual
Congressional Art Competition for High School Students, Juror,
Vermont College of Fine Arts, 2018 Sustainable Arts
Foundation, Grant Selection Juror, 2017 Vermont Arts Council
Creation Grant Selection Committee, 2014, 1999 Vermont
Women in the Arts, Panelist. Sponsored by The Vermont
Commission on Women and The Vermont Historical Society,
2013 Vermont State Committee of the National Museum of
Women in the Arts, Committee Member 2003-2006

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I believe in the mission of this committee and I’m excited that
Montpelier is initiating this great project to support and
commission works of public art as part of an ongoing
commitment by the city. I believe that Public art enriches our
communities in invaluable ways. I believe in public art as an
essential means of sustaining and enlivening the public spaces
we inhabit. I believe Public Art encourages community growth.
The topic of Public Art has been the focus of my professional
life for many years, it’s a topic that very much interests me and
I have the time at this point in my life to contribute to the
commission and to be of help.

What talents or
experience would you

As mentioned earlier, I’ve been Immersed in the field of public
art as an artist, educator, curator and juror on selection
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bring to the
board/committee?

committees for many years. With a background in architecture,
I understand how public art interfaces with our built
environment and the potential for public art to support our
sense of place. As an artist myself, creating works of public art
that are large scale and site specific, I understand the
opportunities and challenges, and I understand the artists’
needs.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

Field not completed.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Alisa Dworsky

2/14/2019

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, January 17, 2019 4:21 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Robert Hannum

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

VT

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Owner - Arts Management Services

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

2 years

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Montpelier City Art Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

Appointed member of the Selection Committee for Montpelier's
latest public artwork at the new transit center.

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

Bowdoin College, BA 1976 -Double Major: Art and Religion,
with Honors Cambridge College, M Ed 1981 -Education

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

1976-present: Owner, Arts Management Services, serving
artists, museums, corporate and private collectors, and the
Office of Cultural Heritage of the US State Dept. specializing in
the installation, conservation and restoration of contemporary
hanging artwork and sculpture. My clients include the
Guggenheim Museum, Walker Art Center, Hirschorn Museum
and Sculpture Garden, Louisiana Museum of Contemporary Art
(Denmark), the Davis Art Center of Wellesley College, Williams
College Museum of Art, Becton Dickinson and Company (BD),
the Estate of Jill Ker Conway, the artist Michael Singer, and US
embassies and ambassador residences throughout the world.
Long ago I was an actor in a professional theater group and
later a member of a modern dance company.

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

Selection Committee for Montpelier's latest public art
commission.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I wish to be ever more involved in this wonderful community
and to share my skills and experiences in whatever way might
help our city. My wife and I moved to Montpelier 2 years ago to
be closer to our grandchildren. She and I are always looking for
ways to meet new people. The Public Art Commission would
be a great opportunity to share my many years of broad-based
knowledge and experience in the field of modern art and
expand my circle of friends and acquaintances. I'm particularly

2

excited about our city's new art master plan and the opportunity
to work with a group of like-minded folks to implement and
develop it. I strongly believe that a vibrant arts community is
one of the most important ingredients for a healthy and growing
city. I can offer a helpful perspective as someone with personal
and professional experience with both the performing and
visual arts. Thank you for your consideration.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

-Experience as a professional visual artist, actor, and modern
dancer -Experience as a fundraiser and grant writer Experience as a carpenter and furniture maker -Experience as
a private and federal government contractor -Experience as a
board member and board president of a large non-profit
organization -Published researcher and author -Experience
creating art budgets, conditions reports and maintenance plans
-Experience hiring and supervising employees and contractors
-Experience installing, repairing, and maintaining sculpture and
hanging works of art -Experience assessing the feasibility of art
proposals -Experience assessing contractors and the quality of
contracted work in all aspects related to art packing, shipping,
installation, maintenance, and de-accession -Experience
drafting and presenting Annual Reports

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

What excites me most about this position is the opportunity to
encourage my fellow commission members to join me in
meeting and talking with major stake-holders in our state-wide
arts community and beyond to insure that our city reaps the
benefits of the very best ideas. Yours, Bob

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

Yes

If you answered yes,
please explain:

I would recuse myself as I recently did as a member of the
Selection Committee from final decisions involving artists or
organizations that are personal friends or active clients of my
business.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,

Robert W Hannum

3

omissions or falsifications
on this application.
1/17/2019

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Saturday, February 16, 2019 10:01 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Ward Joyce

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

Vermont

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Creative Placemaker, Architect

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

16 years, then E. Mplr for 3 years, and now for back for last 6
months

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Public Arts Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

no

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

Principal of local architecture firm, Ward Joyce Design, 1999present Licensed Architect in the State of Vermont Masters of
Architecture, University of Minnesota 1994 Bachelors Degree,
Middlebury College 1985 Professor of Architecture and
Planning, VTC and Norwich, 2008-2013

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

For the last five years I have been very actively doing creative
placemaking projects in Montpelier as well as across the State.
The public art projects I developed in Montpelier have included:
* Vermont's first Parklet on the Rialto Bridge in 2014 *
Montpelier Pocket Park across from City Hall built in 2015 (still
in place) * Langdon Street Alive: I founded the non-profit public
arts organization that commissioned 25 pieces of art for the
street. I was responsible for the Advisory Committee of 10
locals who selected the works. I then permitted the installations
and maintained them for 2-4 summers. * Recipient of an
Animating Infrastructure Grant from the Vermont Arts Council
in 2016 for a lighting installation on Langdon Street that is
forthcoming. * Guertin Pocket Park: I developed the bike path
amenity behind the DMV with Mayor Watson in 2016. *
Hanging Rocks, 2008. Designed and installed the sculpture
hanging over the North Branch River from the former Onion
River Building w/ Lochlin Smith * Crushed Bikes, 2010. Design
and installed a sculpture as part of SculpCycle outdoor arts
exhibit in downtown Montpelier. * I have also designed public
space projects in St. Johnsbury, Randolph, Burlington,
Brattleboro and Minneapolis. * I have presented at 6
conferences on the topic of creative placemaking and public
art.
2

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

I was a member of the Arts Synergy Task Force/Committee
that worked closely with the City and the Community
Engagement Lab in the outreach to the community as the value
of public arts. I was also a Teaching Artist in that process,
responsible for an activity that identified spots in Montpelier
most appropriate for public art. I am still running Langdon
Street Alive I am still the President of the Pyralisk Arts Center
Board, though it's been very quiet for several years.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

Having been very involved in public arts commissioning and
development of public amenities in Montpelier for the last 5
years, I think I would be a well informed first member of this
committee with significant experience with challenges of
selecting artists and works of art for public spaces. I have had
some successes with art selection and commissioning, and
have also learned from experiences that did not go as I hoped.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

I have experience working from initial ideas through to the
execution of public art. I have worked closely with all
departments of the City, negotiating installations of art and the
use of public infrastructure. I think I am well respected for the
enthusiasm and skills that I have to get projects done locally. I
was actually given a Key to the City of Montpelier by Mayor
John Hollar for my leadership on this front. Being an architect
that has lived and practiced in Montpelier for 20 years, I really
know the fabric of the city, its strengths and its weaknesses. I
have learned to be a good listener and a thoughtful contributor
on a committee made up of folks with mixed talents and
experiences.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

Field not completed.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,

Edward Ian Joyce

3

omissions or falsifications
on this application.
2/16/2019

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, February 18, 2019 12:44 PM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Suzanne Rexford-Winston

Email Address
Address
City

Montpelier

State

Vermont

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

artist/educator

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

5 years

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Public Arts Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

No

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

BA in Art and English Education from Johnson State College
M.Ed in Expressive Arts from Lesley University

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

Education Director for VT Arts Council Education Director for
Burlington City Arts Art Educator in surrounding towns for 20
years. Art Educator for UI&U formally of Montpelier Interim Art
Educator at JSC Member of Art Resource Association (off and
on!) Working Artist Workshop facilitator Exhibited work in and
around Montpelier for 40+ years

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

River salvage sculpture project Pubic Painting Project
Participation in Art/Poetry for Poetry month Offer free, open to
the public art making workshops in local art store

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

This will give me an opportunity to further engage in city life,
using my knowledge of and passion for the arts. I believe that
art is for everyone, and public art is an exciting and effective
way to bring art to all, encouraging dialogue and interaction.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

First of all, I have read most of the Public Art Master Plan and
am excited to be part of the execution, at least for a while. I am
a working artist/educator and Montpelier has been my city for
all my adult life, so far! I love the city, I love the concept of
public art, and agree that a framework is necessary for
including the arts as an enhancement to the city in a thoughtful
and cooperative way. I have a great deal of knowledge about
art making and I have ideas and opinions to share about what
could work in the public domain, integrating infrastructure and
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creating venues for the public to view and/or interact with the
arts.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

I love to work cooperatively, and will be an attentive and eager
member of the Public Arts Commission.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or
business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?

No

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Suzanne Rexford-Winston

2/18/2019

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Jamie Granfield
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, February 18, 2019 11:44 AM
Jamie Granfield
Online Form Submittal: City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application

City of Montpelier Boards & Commissions Application
APPLICATION FORM MONTPELIER CITY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES
Please use this form to express your interest in serving on a particular
board/committee or commission. For information on our boards and committees,
please visit https://www.montpelier-vt.org/committeevacancies. The Montpelier City
Council makes appointments to board/committees at their regular meetings as
vacancies occur. Completed applications are public documents and are subject to
the Vermont Public Records Act.

The Montpelier City Council is committed to seeking diversity on all boards,
committees and commissions, including but not limited to geographic, racial,
gender, cultural, age, socio economic diversity. Montpelier residency for
applicants is preferred but not required.

Name

Nathan Suter

Email Address
Address
City

MONTPELIER

State

VT

Zip Code

05602

Phone Number
Occupation

Field not completed.

Are you 18 years of age
or older?

Yes

Are you a registered voter
in the City of Montpelier?

Yes

Are you a resident of the
City of Montpelier?

Yes

How long have you been
a resident of the City of
Montpelier?

6.5 yrs

1

Are you related to any
elected City Councilor
(including by marriage)?

No

Do you have any pending
litigation against the
City?

No

Name of City Board or
Committee: (If applying
for more than one
board/committee, please
list order of preference)

Art Commission

Are you currently serving
or have you served on any
City board or committee?
If so, please list and give
approximate dates.

I chaired the Committee to select qualified artists and artist
teams for the one Taylor St. Art Commission. This committee
subsequently made the final selection for the artist team that
won the commission.

Please answer each question in as much detail as possible.

Education/Credentials:

I earned an MFA in photography from the San Francisco Art
Institute and a BA in Fine Arts from Haverford College. As
Executive Director I ran the Helen Day Art Center in Stowe for
ten years. Prior to that I co-founded Root Division, an arts and
education organization in San Francisco. Both organizations
grew and stabilized under my leadership, and both continue to
thrive.

Professional activities
that relate to this
board/committee:

I remain an advocate, advisor, and consultant in the arts
community of Vermont and beyond. Professionally I consult on
organizational development. This includes creating and
modeling inclusive, values-driven process for a variety of
clients.

Community activities that
relate to this
board/committee:

I am currently on the fundraising committee seeking funds for
the remainder of the One Taylor St. commission and I am on
the event committee of the Friends of the Bridge board (though
not on the board itself) helping to organize the annual gala
event.

Why are you interested in
serving on this
board/committee?

I see Montpelier as a growing cultural destination for
Vermonters and visitors that enriches the experiences of all
people through public artwork, music, events, performances,
and literature. The density of artists, arts organizations, and
opportunities to experience performances attest to the already
healthy appetite our region has for the arts. This Art
Commission, the products of its work, and the increased
awareness of the value of arts and culture to Montpelier will be
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further evidence that creativity and community engagement
define our great city.

What talents or
experience would you
bring to the
board/committee?

Strategic thinking I see this work as a long-term investment in
the cultural identity of our city (and in fact our region).
Committee members must be effective in the moment, and also
in thinking about the long term implications of our work, the
artists and artwork we work with, and the experience of
Montpelier for all stakeholders. I have decades of practice
doing this kind of thinking and putting it into action. Process
Inclusive, transparent, carefully designed process -be it for
decision-making or other ends- is a foundation for good
outcomes that are durable and enjoy maximum buy-in from our
community. Good process also serves to educate our
community about why and how administrative decisions are
made. This increases trust, builds civic engagement in others,
and enhances the resilience of our community. Network I
constantly build and maintain a network of artists, organizers,
community members, business leaders, and civic leaders.
These relationships ensure that I have good and diverse
feedback on questions and decisions facing our city, that I can
activate allies to connect us to other people and resources, and
that I can aid in promoting art initiatives and ensuring the
participation and engagement of the art community.
Communication and writing While much of the Commission’s
work will happen in meetings with little public attendance, our
job will be to make this work visible to the public, to make our
decision factors clear, and to engage with our neighbors on a
range of topics. Thinking carefully about how and when to
share important information and then doing the work to craft
messages that reflect the values, process, decisions, and
outcomes of our work are all skills I offer.

Any other comments or
information you wish to
provide to the Mayor and
City Councilors?

I am compelled to serve this community in general. Specifically
as a resident and homeowner in Montpelier, and the parent of
two young children whose lives I have seen influenced by the
arts. My personal history as an artist, an educator, a curator, a
social entrepreneur, and the founder of a thriving arts &
education organization in San Francisco adds more fuel to this
drive. For ten years I led the Helen Day Art Center in Stowe one of Vermont’s leading contemporary arts organizations and
the producer of the annual Exposed outdoor sculpture
exhibition. I have a great appreciation for the positive effects of
public art in a community and for visitors. Simultaneously I
have significant experience navigating the legitimate interests
of multiple stakeholders that must influence the commissioning
and exhibition of public art works. I would be honored to serve
on the Artist Selection Committee.

Are you involved in any
personal, professional or

No
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business pursuit that
would affect your ability
to make fair and impartial
recommendations as a
member of a City
advisory board or
committee?
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

I have read and accept the terms of board/committee
appointment.

By e-signing this
application, I certify that
there are no
misrepresentations,
omissions or falsifications
on this application.

Nathan Suter

2/18/2019

Submitted on:
Thank you for your interest in serving the City of Montpelier as a volunteer
board or committee member. Your willingness to serve is greatly appreciated.
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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