Montpelier Planning Commission Meeting

March 27, 2017
Approved April 10, 2017
Present: Barbara Conrey, Tina Ruth, John Adams, Leslie Welts, Kirby Keeton, Michael Miller.
Call to order by the Chair:  The meeting was called to order by the Chair, Leslie Welts. 
Approval of the agenda:  Barb wanted to add a discussion to the agenda, Leslie stated it will be added to the section under the zoning review process update.  The agenda was approved by general consensus with the addition.
Comments from the Chair:  Leslie gave an update on historic preservation.  She has a meeting scheduled with the preservation officer on Friday to get a general overview on the concepts and what the officer might be able to provide to the Council, if they’re interested.  If the officer has the knowledge, the background on Montpelier itself.
Questions to be asked on Friday:  what are the goals – feeding into that - what kind of guidance is needed to determine infill in the historic district and how does historic preservation factor into review of the character of the neighborhood? 

Leslie thanked the members who were in attendance at the City Council meeting.  She also announced that Barb has been reappointed to another two year term on the commission.

General business (comments from the public about something not on the agenda:  There was no one from the public in attendance and nothing in writing had been received by Mike.
Update on Council zoning review process:  Mike did a great job in reviewing the process with the Council.
April 12 is when the review starts, if Commissioners could attend some of the meetings, it helps Mike explain the thought process.  They plan to review each section at 6:30 at their meetings.

Barb reviewed a response to an article in The Bridge that she wrote.  If people give Barb feedback by the end of the day tomorrow, she can then submit it to the newspaper to be printed as a member of the commission.
Council meetings to review zoning - Leslie and Tina will do April 12, Leslie and Barb will do April 26 – Jon Anderson might be interested in those two since they will cover process.

John and Barb will attend May 10.  Kirby will attend May 24.  Barb and Tina will attend June 14.  John will attend June 28.  Leslie will email Kim and Jon to see what dates they want to attend.
Master Plan update:  John would like to call it the City Plan.  He made a motion to change the name to Montpelier City Plan, Tina seconded.  The motion passed on a 4-0 vote.  The 2010 plan was readopted in 2015.
Each committee, i.e. energy committee, transportation committee is sending along their inputs and goals.  The Planning Commission then compiles them into one plan to go along to the City Council.  There should be a draft done by the end of May.  It needs to be done by December.
There should be a way to engage the public in the process.  John mentioned working documents that can be shared with the public on the website for them to read and comment.  Barb asked about state buildings – the city doesn’t have any say over them.  Mike said they can be included, since they are in the city.
The Commissioners should come up to speed on the previous Master Plan to help create the new City Plan and to go over the draft that Mike handed out.
Approve minutes from February 27, 2017 and March 13, 2017:  John made a motion to approve the minutes of February 27, Tina seconded.  The motion passed on a 4-0 vote.

John made a motion to approve the minutes of March 13, Tina seconded.  The section on the survey should state that it was “reviewed and completed.”  Kim’s motion was “to remove natural community from Cliffside”.  Cliffside should be changed to Cliff Street residents on the map section.  John amended his motion to include the changes.  The motion passed on a 4-0 vote.
Master Plan 2015 – Map 30 issue – Presentation of email from City Attorney – it is anticipated that this discussion will be held in Executive Session in accordance with Title 1, Section 313 Executive Sessions – (a) (1) confidential attorney-client communications made for the purposes of providing legal services to the body:  Barb made a motion to go into executive session, Tina seconded.
Executive session closed by consent. No action taken in or after executive session. 

Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by Tina. Second by Barbara. Motion carries. 
Respectfully submitted,

Tami Furry

Recording Secretary

